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This issue, we welcome a new 
recruit to the Critters crew: Steve 
Lafler, with his outrageous Dog 
Boy character. But Dog Boy is 
only passing through — for 
beginning in two months, he 
can be seen in his regular comic 
from Fantagraphics Books, 
entitled, oddly enough, Dog Boy. 
Steve has already published 
seven issues on his own, and I 
heartily recommend ‘em all. 
Those who enjoy this little taste 
of Steve's anarchic humor can 
subscribe to the new Dog Boy 
immediately on page 33. (Only 
those over 18, however; although 
Steve toned down his humor for 
this installment, his regular stuff 
can get a bit rough in spots.) 

By the way, issues #1, 2, 3, 5, 
and 6 of Dog Boy are available 
for $2.50 apiece, postpaid, from 
Cat-Head Comics, P.O. Box 954, 
South San Francisco, CA 94083. 
And if you order the whole 
collection, you get a break— 
$10.00 for all five. Tell Steve 
Critters sent you. 

This issue of Critters has 
turned out to be a special 
Hallowe'en issue. Coincidence 
played a large part: As Tom 
Stazer was developing his “Lion- 
heart” tale, it turned out that the 
chapter appearing in October 
had a real spooky feel to it. So I 
shuffled around some features in 
order to give Tom this issue's 
cover. It then turned out that the 
“Gnuff” chapter scheduled for 
the same issue had, with its 
nighttime antics and costumes, 
a distinct Hallowe'en touch to it 
too (even though Freddy Milton 
is Danish and probably knows 
about this holiday only through 
Peanuts). So I asked Steve L. to 
do something in the same vein; 
as I write this, I have yet to see 
his story, but I'm sure he'll do a 
great job. 

Let's do some letters... 

—KIM THOMPSON 


Dear Kim Thompson, 

I don't believe that “funny 
animal” comics have to be 
“funny” in the sense of a Loony 
Toons cartoon —just look at how 
many Uncle Scrooge stories read 
more like straight adventure 
than slapstick. But on the other 
hand, I think that the mix in 
Critters has been uneven, with a 
preponderance of “serious” 
stories and a dearth of more 
light-hearted stuff along the 
lines of “Captain Jack.” Thus, I 
was pleased to see Mark Arm- 
strong’s “Firecracker Jack” story 
in issue #6. I hope you'll include 
more stories of this tone in 
future issues, and I hope that 
Mark Armstrong becomes a 
regular contributor. (Inci- 
dentally, the first story I ever 
read by Mark Armstrong was 
“Recondo Rabbit.” a black 
comedy about Vietnam and its 
effects on the Americans that 
fought there. In that story, Mark 
showed that he can successfully 
mix seriousness with humor in a 
funny animal story: I hope I can 
look forward to reading stories 
of this caliber in the future.) 

Hank Hoeft 
Arlington, TX 


I guess a lot depends on what you define 
as “serious” and “‘light-hearted/’ Hank. I 
tend to shy away from the completely 
slapstick material, favoring the more 
character-oriented, narrative stuff. 
Interestingly enough, CAPTAIN JACK has, 
since it got its own book, turned a lot 
more serious than the first few episodes 
would indicate—while Usagi Yojimbo 
plays the field from almost pure slapstick 
(the almost GROO-like ‘‘Horse Thief’’) to 
“serious” narrative (issue #7's ‘Blind 
Swordspig,’ as well as the next two- 
parter). “Gnuff’’ gets some flak for not 
being very funny, which is kind of unfair 
since it isn’t primarily interested in being 
funny. (If you come right down to it, the 
story in #2-5 was sort of scary and sad, 
and the new serial, especially in the 
coming two issues, is more satire than 
slapstick. The third serial, believe it or 
not, will be a completely straight 
romance.) 

But I share your enthusiasm for Mark 

[LETTERS CONTINUE ON PAGE 32] 
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LIONHEART in 


“Haunted” 
by TOM STAZER 


Lionheart finds sleep a less relaxing 
experience than usual in this, a 
special wordless installment... 


DOG BOY in: 
“All Hallow's Eve” 
by STEVE LAFLER 


Hallowe'en! Flesheating ghouls! 
Costume parties! Beer! What more 
could you want from a comic book? 


IDENTITY 
IS SECRET! 


“The Return of Orva’’ 
by FREDDY MILTON 


Gnellie and Gnicky come back from 
a long vacation to discover that Orva 
is back in action —worse than ever! 
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Armstrong and hope he'll be able to turn 
out some new material soon. By the way, 
I recommend picking up back issues of 
PETER PORKER, SPECTACULAR 
SPIDER-HAM just for his artwork; they're 
practically worthless on the collector's 
market, and the writing is what you'd 
expect, but the drawing is just swell! —KT 


Dear Kim; 

AH! Praise sequels! 

I thought all would end after 
“Birthright” wound up. It was my 
personal favorite. True, it was an 
intellectual story (all too uncom- 
mon in comics), but Gallacci 
was able to mix planetary poli- 
tics with the seemingly unlikely 
field of “Funny Animals,’ which 
he does so well in his work in 
Albedo and “Birthright.” 

But I was overjoyed at your 
announcement of a sequel to 
this classic story. I'm sure “Birth- 
right II” will be as good as, or 
better than, the original story. 

And, too, I'm equally glad to 
see “Gnuff” in the pages of 
Critters again. I can't really say 
much that hasn't already been 
said about this fine feature. 
Except that you, Kim Thompson, 
deserve a bit of thanks for trans- 
lating “Gnuff.” Because not 
many of us out here are fluent 
in Dutch. (At least, I'm not.) 

I was infuriated to find one of 
the local dealers did not carry 
Critters. He said that most 
people would not pay $2.00 for 
Critters, because it was a bit 
high. Now. this boils down to 
the basics of consumerism: give 
the people what they pay for. 

This means, roughly, that you 
can either spend 75 cents and 
get a regular Marvel or DC 
comic, which (no offense to DC 
or Marvel out there) gives you 30 
pages of run-of-the-mill super- 
hero story frequently punctuated 
by Kool-Aid ads. 

On the other hand, you can 
pay $2.00 for as many pages of 
something different. You get a 
publication which will show you 
something other than the worn- 


out super-hero genre, a breath 
of fresh air. I think that the 
extra cash is well worth the 
change. I'm speaking from 
personal experience — Critters is 
one of the comics that convinced 
me to change. 

By the way, Gallacci’s front 
cover artwork on issue #6 was a 
classic! Have you considered 
enlarging it and selling it as a 
poster? It’s something to think 
about! 

Eric Blumrich 
Fayetteville, TN 


No, no, Eric—Freddy Milton's DANISH, 
not Dutch! Sorry, but as a partial Dane 
myself, I'm a bit sensitive on this point— 
and it’s a mistake that’s constantly being 
made. No less an authority than the L.A. 
TIMES recently referred, in an article on 
OUT OF AFRICA, to the “great Dutch 
author Isak Dinesen.” Dinesen, like 


printed a letter last issue), is Dutch. So is 
RAW's Joost Swarte, in case you were 
keeping track. 

Your local dealer made something of a 


don't forget that most DC and Marvel 
comics ran about 22-23 pages of actual 
story, whereas CRITTERS runs between 
28 and (this issue) a big 31 pages. And 
we don’t use the Flexographic press, 
elther! —ET 


Dear Kim, 

It's good to see Critters 
succeeding. There is little 
market for short stories in 
comics, much less humorous 
shorts. 

I am particularly fond of Stan 
Sakai’s work and have been 
since Albedo #3. Maybe we 
could covertly arrange to have 
him fired from his day job? Five 
pages a month just isn’t enough. 

None of the other series have 
been totally successful. “Gnuff,” 
while well-rendered, just isn't 
particularly funny. “Lionheart.” 
while well-written, was not 


MILTON WAS HERE—For those of you don’t think CRITTERS creators value 
authenticity, here’s a photo of Freddy Milton standing by a REAL “‘Orva”’ graftito 
executed by hands unknown. Apparently “Orva” graffiti are an authentic 
phenomenon in Copenhagen, and Freddy merely appropriated it as the basis for 
his current “Gnuff’’ storyline. 


Stazer’s best work visually. And 
“Birthright” just doesn’t happen 
to hold any interest for me. 

If you decide to start a second 
book, might I make a sugges- 
tion? Instead of a funny animal 
book, why not a general- 
purpose humor book? I would 
love to see a place for work by 
Phil Foglio, Shary Flenniken, 
Steve Gerber, Howard Cruse, 
Mike Bannon, Derek McCulloch, 
or even, (dare we hope?) more 
installments of the BoJeffries 
Saga by Moore and Parkhouse. 
(If only we could clone Alan 
Moore. ..we'd only need three or 
four of him...) 

On the animal front, please 
try to coax some full stories out 
of Ken Macklin, maybe even 
some Dr. Watchstop tales. ..and 
offer Sim a place for any “Tales 
of Young Cerebus” that Epic may 
not have gotten around to. 

Nat Gertler 
Maple Shade, NJ 


Actually, we HAVE a humor book and it's 
called HONK!. HONE! is edited by Tom 
Mason (the selfsame fellow who art-directs 
CRITTERS) and is available at all fine 


text feature by Alan Moore. Speaking of 
which, Alan and Steve Parkhouse have 
promised that, sometime in 1987, they'll 
do some more “BoJeffries Saga” insiall- 
ments for PRIME CUTS, Fantagraphics 
Books’ other new anthology magazine. 

Do I dare plug the current COMICS 
JOURNAL, which features a long Howard 
Cruse interview? Nah, I guess not. But I 
will mention that the next issue of 
ANYTHING GOES, #3, includes a full- 
color seven-page strip by Cruse. 

Oh, and Stan is doing closer to TEN 
pages of Usagi a month these days. An 
improvement, eh? —ET 


Dear Kim, 

I'm a newcomer to Critters 
(isn’t everybody?), or, more 
accurately, to this type of comic. 
I was turned on to it by Juan 
Alfonso of Miami (saludos 
amigo!) whose letter was printed 
in #5, who got me onto buying 
Albedo as well. I like each title 
equally well, but Critters, I 
think, has more of a something- 
for-everyone approach in the 
selection of stories. 

My favorite here, as in Albedo, 
is Steve Gallacci’s work. “Birth- 
right” is what makes me especi- 
ally glad that this comic is 
monthly. I'll be glad to see it 
return in #11, though the five- 
month hiatus will be murder! 
Steve's method of storytelling, 
with no captions and spare, 
slice-of-life approach to 
dialogue takes some getting 
used to. I'm going to try to land 
copies of #1 and 2 (I have #3-5) 
to get a clearer picture. Artwise, 
his use of tones and shadings is 
some of the best I've seen in a 
black-and-white comic. The last 
panel of part three, with Alfon 
contemplating his father’s fate, 
is probably my single favorite 
panel. About my only criticism 
is that the detail he puts into his 
characters tends to vary from 


panel to panel. Overall, a really 
unique strip, and I'm not at all 
bothered by the more serious 
approach. I guess some people 
just can’t get used to anthro- 
pomorphic animals being any- 
thing but light and funny, but 
they‘re entitled to their opinion. 

Re “Usagi Yojimbo:” I'm not 
much of a samurai fan, but I’m 
willing to give almost anything 
a chance to grow on me. Cute 
lizards, though. 

Re “Zany But Deadly” in #4: 
This was a real hoot, as I enjoy 
really clever satire/parody. 
There were so many clever 
details. ..Quacky’s irascibility 
(and bald spot), Erhardt, I say, 
Erhardt Blowhard, the skunk, 
etc...I hope Tom can maintain 
such a high level of quality in a 
multi-part story. 

Re “Gnuff*: I can’t comment 
too much on the comparisons to 
Barks, as I wasn't a big reader 
of the Disney comics as a kid. I 
tended to be a more casual 
reader of most comics. So call 
me deprived. It’s not bad stuff; 
light mystery, not hilarious, but 
worth the space. 

Sakai's “Nilson Ground- 
thumper” this issue was great. 
Senogara was almost Monty 
Pythonish. 

The “Selfish Shellfish” poem 
was good, and very wittily 
illustrated. Overall, a really fine 
‘zine. To maintain the quality 
you have thus far on a monthly 
schedule must be backbreaking, 
but you've succeeded monumen- 
tally. Good luck in the future! 

P.S. Giving Jenna Shodi in 
“Birthright” that thick sort-of- 
German accent was a quaint 
touch, considering that none of 
the characters are “really” 
speaking English at all. Oh, yes, 
the eight extra pages in #5 was 
a pleasant surprise. too. Hope 
it’s the start of a trend. 

David A. Leemhuis 
Hart, MI 


Juan Alfonso, huh? Never heard of 
him... —KT 


Dear Kim: 

What a pleasant surprise to 
see my letter published in 
Critters! And I'm even more 
pleased to hear Gallaci will be 
featured in future issues. Four 
months to wait! I know Steve's 
incredibly busy. 

“Birdcage Bait” comes from 
Josh Quagmire’s description of 
“Erma Felna, EDF” in Cutey 
Bunny #5. It’s nice to see a 
bunny eat crow. 

From the description of 
coming attractions, I see that all 
my wishes have been fulfilled. 
Stazer’s “Lionheart” was very 
good, lots of WB's hints. “Usagi,” 
of course, and other interesting 
material forthcoming. I look 
forward to your future issues 
with great anticipation. Good 
times ahead! 

Juan Alfonso 
Miami, FL 


Oh, THAT Juan Alfonso. 
That's it for this time! —KT 


CREDITS: “Lionheart” was written and drawn by Tom Stazer. “Dog Boy” 
was written and drawn by Steve Lafler. “Gnuff” was written, drawn, let- 
tered, and toned by Freddy Milton and translated by Kim Thompson. The 


cover was executed by Tom Stazer. Color separations by Larry Holden and 
Associates. Printed at Port Publications. Production by: Tom Mason, art 
director, and Teresa Moore, production assistant. Typesetting by Inez M. 
Gorell. CRITTERS is edited by Kim Thompson for FANTAGRAPHICS 
BOOKS. 


SUBSCRIPTION PAGE 


If you've enjoyed any or all of the material this issue, and are 
afraid of missing future installments, may we recommend 
subscriptions? They're cheap, clean, and still relatively legal 
around the country. Adventures of Captain Jack, Critters, and 
Dog Boy are all published regularly by Fantagraphics Books! 
And no, we don’t have any Usagi Yojimbo Summer Specials! 


Bi 
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Begin my subscription to Critters with the next issue off the presses! I enclose 
a check or money order for $9.00 for the next 6 issues (outside U.S., $11.00 in 
U.S. funds). 

Send me the following single issues at $2.50 apiece: 
oC, rr #3 a4 #5 #6 #7 | #8 
Adventures of Captain Jack...... #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 

Doomsday Squad #5 (with full-color Capt. Jack story) Dog Boy #1 

Begin my subscription to Adventures of Captain Jack with the next issue off 
the presses! I enclose a check or money order for $9.00 for the next 6 issues (out- 
side U.S., $11.00 in U.S. funds). 


Begin my subscription to Dog Boy with the next issue off the presses! I enclose 
a check or money order for $8.00 for the next 6 issues (outside U.S., $10.50 in 
U.S. funds). 


name 


address 


state/prov. ; “zip/country| 


Send to: Fantagraphics Books, 4359 Cornell Road, Agoura, CA 91301. (Allow 6-8 
weeks for your first copy to arrive; all copies mailed in flat protective envelopes.) 


NOTE: When ordering issues of Captain Jack or Dog Boy, please state that you 
are over 18 years of age. 


A COLLECTION 
OF PRICELESS 
CLASSICS! 


FANTAGRAPHICS BOOKS has devoted itself to 
preserving the heritage of comic strips in a 

series of deluxe books and magazines. If you 
care about the history of comics—if you enjoy 
reading the timeless masterpieces of the field— 
you owe it to yourself to check out these splendid 
collectors’ editions! 


The Complete E.C. Segar Popeye: A projected 
ten-volume series, dedicated to reprinting the 
adventures of the unstoppable sailorman under 
the pen of his genius creator Segar. Volumes 1-4 
(reprinting all the Sundays) are in a giant 11” x 
15” format; the rest of the set will be released in 
an 11” x 8 1/2” “sideways” format. Also available 
in hardcover. 


Prince Valiant: In glorious full process color, 
close to a year’s worth of Hal Foster’s spell- 
binding strip—action, romance, and some of the 
most beautiful art in comics. Printed in an over- 
sized 9” x 13” format on fine white paper stock! 


The Complete Dickie Dare by Milton Caniff: Before 
Steve Canyon, before Terry and the Pirates, there was 
Dickie Dare, Milton Caniff’s very first continuity strip. 
One hundred and sixty pages of action and adventure 
from one of the masters! Also in hardcover. 


NEMO: The Classic Comics Library: A beautifully 
produced, bi-monthly magazine featuring articles, 
portfolios, and reprints of ultra-rare strips and cartoons, 
from Krazy Kat to Terry and the Pirates, from Charles 
Dana Gibson to Mort Walker. Edited by comics historian 
Richard Marschall! 


Popeye and Prince Valiant are 


King Features 
Syndicate 


Send to Fantagraphics Books, 4359 Cornell Road, Agoura, CA 91301 


